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sharing and the prevention of war by the revelation and correction of the E 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CONVINCED that the American answer for 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer man 


agemen 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is righ 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek thr 


‘ough democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the hig 


REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 
A causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
> . communism and 

t-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 


t, but when authoritative evidence indicates our 


hest service to patriotism and to God. 





“What Can I Do?” 


In his spare time, a police of- 
fier in Reading, Pa., Detective 
Charles S. Wade, runs a home im- 
provement company which grosses 
nearly a million dollars a year. 
What makes his company different 
is that most of his 45 employees 
are ex-convicts — many arrested by 
Wade. 

Some of his employees formerly 
brandished guns at him. One, a 16- 
year old parole violator who had 
already fired four times at the po- 
lice, pointed a shotgun at Wade 
and told him to stay back or 
get his head blown off. Wade 
put down his own service revolver. 
“Son, you’re not in real trouble 
yet. Give me a couple of minutes 
to talk to you . . . before you do 
something that will send you to 
the chair.” 

The youngster gave him three 
} and a half hours to talk — but 
without lowering his gun. Wade 
explained “You're going to jail, but 
when you get out, I promise you a 
job so you can live like a human 
being.” Finally the boy dropped the 
gun, “You're the first person in the 
' world that didn’t sound like he was 
lying to me.” 

Though most of the employees 
in Wade’s firm are ex-convicts, 
only he knows which ones these 
are. He starts all workers at a min- 
imum of $60 for a 40-hour week, 
encourages them to develop skills 
| that enable them to earn $80 to 
$90 per week. 

Wade and his wife have recently 
| purchased a 10-acre estate near 
Reading, which they plan to use 
} as a recreation center for his em- 
*? ployees and fellow policemen and 
‘) their families. It includes swim- 
F ming pools, baseball field, lodge 

) hall and lake for boating. 

' “If I can educate the public to 
I accept the man who made a mis- 
take,” Wade said, “I can educate 


-} the man himself to accept the 
| public.” 








X-Ray and Forecast 


HE U. S. ECONOMIC AID PLANS, as now contemplated, cast 

long shadows into the future. The Eisenhower Administration must 
secure the bipartisan support of Congress, if a long-range aid program 
is to be established with sufficient scope to compete with the Soviet’s new 
tactics. Since the successful conclusion of the Marshall Plan, all U. S. 
foreign aid— Point Four and other forms of economic assistance — 
have been chopped to pieces by politics in Washington. Can the trend 
be reversed? 

U. S. AID PROJECTS CONTINUE IN SOME AREAS, but the 
total is only a fraction of the Marshall Plan and Point Four efforts, with 
much of what remains tied to the promotion of military alliances. Several 
strategic countries like Burma and Ceylon have flatly refused our aid 
rather than be drawn into the U. S. military camp and are now dealing 
with Russia and Red China who offer their assistance without any mili- 
tary obligations. The political foundation for Eisenhower’s long-range aid 
program is shaky because both parties are split within themselves over 
this issue. The President has used his influence to pull these factions be- 
hind his program, but will such support endure? Yet a strong, long-range 
aid program must be undertaken or the Free West will lose by default 
in wide areas to the hard-hitting realistic Communist economic advance. 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION — OR ELSE: Our leaders 
are not facing the fact that U. S. aid programs from now on will be self- 
defeating unless integrated into some system of international cooperation, 
preferably the United Nations. Because our allies realize that Congress 
is most unlikely ever to permit U. S. aid to be funneled through the UN 
economic assistance program, the move has snowballed to extend the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization to include an economic aid program 
with U. S. support. Behind this is also the reluctance of our allies — 
since the development of the hydrogen bomb — to continue a vigorous 
anti-Soviet military build-up under our leadership. By extending NATO 
to include an economic aid program, allied leaders see a chance to en- 
tice the U. S. to de-emphasize the military aspects of NATO and win us 
to some kind of international cooperation in aid to the underprivileged 
nations . . . such aid also to foster free trade wherever possible. 


A U. S.-NATO AID PROGRAM, however, still leaves the world 
divided into two rival camps. If the U. S. were willing to devote its re- 
sources to the UN aid program which has operated so successfully in co- 
operation with the World Bank, the Soviet would soon be compelled to do 
likewise, for all countries in need of assistance have shown they much 
prefer UN aid rather than risk the unavoidable entanglements and obli- 
gations associated with unilateral assistance. With the U. S. and Russia 
both thus working through the UN, international rivalries and tensions 
would be reduced and international cooperation much more firmly estab- 
lished. This is the viewpoint which foreign statesmen have universally 
urged but which is being ignored in Washington. 

The mismanagement and wastage, which has often characterized 
U. S. aid where politics frequently prevented efficient planning, is con- 
spicuously absent in UN projects. UN aid is not “handed down by domi- 
nant foreigners” but carefully planned and administered by UN “neigh- 


bors” in cooperation with the best of native leadership. The charges that 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Freedom of the Press? 

Kent Cooper, for 25 years gen- 
eral manager of the Associated 
Press, has presented a dramatic pic- 
ture of the struggle for a free press 
in his new book, The Right To 
Know (Farrar, Straus and Cudahy, 
$4.). The battle is outlined on three 
fronts — the American newsman’s 
conflict with international news 
monoplies owned by foreign govern- 
ments; the suppression of news by 
our own Government; and the ex- 
ploitation of news for propaganda 
purposes. Mr. Cooper tells how 
news channels in this country were 
used to whip up war sentiments in 
both World Wars, how dispatches 
were twisted, falsehoods integrated 
with daily articles to support cur- 
rent U. S. policies. He also ex- 
plains how the politicans and mil- 
itary in this country are using their 
authority to suppress facts the peo- 
ple should know today. The Right 
To Know is a documentary classic 
which justifies all the effort that 
goes into Between The Lines. 

DOES FREEDOM OF THE 
PRESS mean freedom to deceive 
the public? Though many newspa- 
pers and editors do not betray their 
trust, there are increasing instances of 
news slanting and outright suppres- 
sion of dispatches by some publishers. 

Soon after President Eisenhower 
announced his availability for a 
second term, a leading Washington 
newsman learned that the President 
had said to friends, “I had to say 
yes because they told me _ they 
didn’t have time to build up an- 
other candidate.” The story was 
filed by the United Press, but be- 
fore it was printed, the UP sent 
out a hurried “kill” order which 
most editors obeyed. The Washing- 
ton Daily News, however, released 
the story anyway with the state- 
ment, “We hate to see things that 
we know happened get printed 
somewhere else first.” 


The President’s health and its 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Freedom of the Press? 
(continued) 
relation to politics is of vital inter- 
est to every citizen. It is open talk 
in Washington that the President 
has obviously aged rapidly since 
his heart attack last September. 
Those who see him personally are 
painfully aware of it; the observ- 
ing citizen who eyes the news 
photos cannot escape the impres- 
sion of growing frailty. Newsmen 
close to the White House openly 


report that the President’s nerves 
are strained, his temper more 
brittle, but at the time of this 


writing, all such items have been 
suppressed by a press that is most- 


ly Republican. Moreover, the 
statement to the public by the 
President’s heart specialist, Dr. 


Paul Dudley White, is flatly con- 
tradicted by articles on heart dis- 
ease written by Dr. White in the 
American Medical Journal in 
which Dr. White gives a very stern 
picture of the amount of work and 
strain heart sufferers can carry. 
Apparently Dr. White yielded to 
political pressure in his public 
statements about the President, 
but cleared himself with his pro- 
fession by his forthright articles in 
the doctors’ leading journal. Sev- 
eral newsmen have attempted to 
record this situation in their copy, 
only to have the story killed in the 
editorial rooms. 

Drew Pearson pointed out to 
fellow newsmen in Washington re- 
cently that when he had included 
items concerning the President’s 
heaith in his column, many pub- 
lishers cut these paragraphs out — 
as often happens with some of his 
other copy when it runs against the 
GOP grain. Mr. Pearson com- 
plained that “Whenever I dug up 
dirt on the Democrats or Harry 
Truman, the publishers cheered 
and ran my story high on the page, 
but when I do the same about the 
GOP, they kill the copy and 
scold me!” 

This matter is of great impor- 
tance because, if the President 
should yet be compelled to reverse 
himself on the candidacy, the na- 
tion will have been denied the nec- 
essary months in which to weigh 
and measure all candidates more 
realistically. Is it fair to so de- 
ceive the public? 

A VERY THOROUGH JOB 
of analysing the way the press 
slants the news has been done by 
the Harvard Crimson, the campus 
daily of Harvard University, which 
examined the record of Time Mag- 
azine and came up with some re- 
vealing comparisons: 

Although it boasts of being non- 
partisan. Time stated on April 2, 
1951, (during the Truman Admin- 
istration), “Never in U. S. history 
has the cost of living been so high. 
Between Jan. 15 and Feb. 15 the 

(continued third col., THIS page) 


(continued) 


X-Ray and Forecast 


UN aid organizations are infiltrated by Communists are bald falsehoods, 
as any one who seeks the facts can verify. 

SUPPORT FOR THE U. S. AID PROGRAM is only being 
grudgingly granted in terms of bi-partisan backing. And if Eisenhower 
added to his request the need for funnelling U. S. aid through the UN, 
which he must realize is necessary for world peace, the Congress would 
be thrown into an uproar of rebellion. Every national poll reveals the 
people of the U. S. eager to support the UN in all its activities, but un- 
fortunately many in Congress are dragging far behind the people. 

WAR HAS BECOME MOST REMOTE despite the confusion 
and hysteria surrounding the U. S.-Soviet jet bomber missile arma- 
ments race which we will deal with in our next issue. There is so little 
that separates us from an epochal advance in international cooperation 
and peace-building goodwill. Economic aid to the underprivileged nations 
is absolutely essential, or they will break forth in a sort of spontaneous 
revolutionary combustion, which the Reds can readily exploit. If this 
economic aid becomes an expression of international cooperation, which 
includes the U. S. and the Soviet, we have made an enormous step to- 
wards peace, yet such a short step it is. Congress holds the key, we hold 
the key to Congress. And remember, all aid must lead to more trade, for 
Russia is pushing both on a big scale. 


‘Y\CONOMICS AND YOU: Leading economists are now advising their 

clients that, while population growth and military spending assure 

that upward business pressures will continue, the down pull of unfavor- 
able factors has now become serious. 

Although home construction stays up in some areas, the home 
equipment business—one of the most vital to our economy—has slipped 
badly; only big dealers who can handle carload lots are making money, 
and this squeezes out thousands of small independent merchants. The 
expected spring buying boom in autos, farm machinery, textiles, etc., has 
not materialized. Auto dealers are suffering from the results of last year’s 
conscienceless exploitation of the auto market by the manufacturers. 
Farm implement sales have taken a drastic drop. As in auto production, 
thousands of employees have been let out by farm equipment manu- 
facturers. The textile manufacturers, facing a reduced market, are com- 
plaining over the invasion of foreign goods as they also cut payrolls. 

INCREASED RETAIL SALES, which have long been pointed to 
as proof of solid GOP prosperity, are now tapering off and are in re- 
verse in many places. For months economists have warned that much of 
the increased sales are from inflated installment buying. The apex of that 
trend has likely been reached, the descent begun. While trained tech- 
nical workers, engineers, chemists, etc., are still in short supply and 
command record high wages, it is getting harder by the day for untrained 
workers to find jobs. Even most salesman now need technical training. 

When these depressive features are acknowledged, it can still 
be said that prosperity continues. But how deep is it? The large corpora- 
tions associated with military spending go on making record profits and 
getting headlines. In the past few months, guided missiles have become a 
huge new industry, but almost all employment in that field requires the 
highest technical skill in engineering, electronics, astro-physics. 

Our prosperity is still supported at the top by Government spend- 
ing, and at the bottom by inflated installment buying. Beneath the “‘bot- 
tom” is the farmer who now is not spending at all, and that’s beginning 
to hurt. Each day it becomes more apparent that the laws which dominate 
our economic life are inseparable from those which govern the spirit. 

While our prosperity will probably continue we dare not forget 
that Government spending is mainly prompted by fear and international 
hatreds; and private spending, largely on credit, is fraught with distorted 
values. Prosperity based on these forces warns of inevitable adjustments. 
The adjustments can be quite wonderful if the change comes through an 
increase of spiritual maturity and understanding; quite difficult, even 
disastrous, if the transition comes only as hatred and profligacy have 
run their course. 


IQUOR IN UNIFORM: Here are the leading facts about the Death 
March at Ribbon Creek, where six young marine corpsmen, some 

still in their teens, were drowned in a swamp while under orders of a 
drunk drill sergeant. For nearly a month, the fact that the sergeant had 
been drinking was withheld from the public by the military chiefs until 
forced in to the open by the action of a congressional committee. Testi- 
mony disclosed that the sergeant and two other training instructors had 
been drinking all day, the sergeant openly declaring that he would march 
his squad into the swamp “where those who couldn’t swim would drown 
and those who could would be eaten by sharks.” Yet the prevailing atti- 
(continued on NEXT page) 





Freedom of the Press? 
(continued) 
consumers’ price index jumped 13 
per cent to 183.8.” But on July 4, 
1955, Time interpreted things from 
a different angle, “After a consid. 
erable shift in domestic economic 
policy, the U. S. is more prosper. 
ous than ever before.” (The con- 
sumer price index then was 192.3), 

Another comparison: Time said, 
on Jan. 28, 1946, “Last week the 
President (Truman) eased his cro- 
niest crony, George E. Allen, into 
the Board of Directors of the Re. 
construction Finance Corporation” 
and this, continued Time, “‘is all 
the more remarkable because, to 
the naked eye, he is a clown.” 
But on Dec. 14, 1954, Time com. 
mented, “Last week . . . the Presj- 
dent (Eisenhower) chatted quietly 
with ... golfing companion, George 
E. Allen, Washington lawyer and 
friend of Presidents.” 

On Jan. 21, 1952, Time re- 
marked, “President Truman flapped 
open his leather notebook and be- 
gan in his usual flat tone to read 
his message to Congress on _ the 
State of the Union. When he fin- 
ished 45 minutes later, he had 
made little news.” But on Jan. 17, 
1955, Time wrote, “President Eis- 
enhower’s 1955 State of the Un- 
ion speech had sweep and calm 
balance (and although) it elaborat- 
ed the obvious, that was precisely 
what the nation needed.” 

Time exhibits the same contrast- 
ing attitude on taxes, depending 
on whether they’re talking about 
the Truman or the Eisenhower Ad- 
ministration; on presidential junk- 
eting over the country — when it 
was Truman, he was a spendthrift 
— when it is Ike, he is “maintain- 
ing necessary contacts with the peo- 
ple,” etc. 

SLANTED REPORTING in the 
U. S. News has of late increasingly 
favored GOP isolationism and cor- 
porate wealth. In one issue of 
April 13, several articles were so 
distorted. Stories appearing about 
former President Truman and Neh- 
ru of India, were illustrated with 
photos selected to show both men 
as sneering and pompous. Yet all 
photos which the U. S. News runs 
of GOP chiefs, of Near East oil 
moguls, of Franco big shots or 
even of Senator McCarthy, are al 
ways smooth, handsome portraits. 

The Truman story in the big 
business weekly was purported t0 
present the former President’s po 
litical position at present. The cor 
tradictions and conflicts of Mr. 
Truman’s position —and that of 
his party—on civil rights was 


played up, while mention of the 
farm issue was studiously avoided, 
though this is the whole burden of 
Mr. Truman’s political campaign 
ing so far — and the big weak spo 
in the GOP front. 

(continued first col., NEXT page) 
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Freedom of the Press? 
(continued) 

The Nehru story in the same is- 
sue presented a report of the Ban- 
gelore United Nations Economic 
Conference, picturing Nehru as 
jll-mannered, petulant and siding 
with the Communists on all issues. 
All this is contrary to the reports 
in other news channels, especially 
those in the foreign press, the 
British, French, Canadian and West 
German publications. Nehru is in- 
deed portrayed everywhere as 
strongly pro-Asian, resisting every 
move of the U. S. to dominate 
Asian politics, and resentful of all 
U. S. military activities and _alli- 
ances in Asia. For Nehru believes 
that U. S. military policy threatens 
war in Asia, which he holds must 
be avoided at any cost. The U. S. 
News story pointedly omitted this 
aspect of Nehru’s position and to- 
tally ignores Nehru’s relentless op- 
position to communism in India. 


The U. S. News of the same 
date reported the gathering senti- 
ment in Iceland against the con- 
tinued presence of the U. S. mili- 
tary forces there, but put all blame 
on the infiltration of Reds in Ice- 
land. No mention was made of the 
explanations by strong anti-Com- 
munist Icelandic leaders in their 
Parliament. There are Communists 
in Iceland but as in Denmark, 
Norway and Sweden they are not 
an important factor. Icelandic opin- 
ion is being influenced by the fact 
that guided missiles development 
has now made Iceland a near and 
easy target for certain destruction; 
meanwhile the American bases are 
also exposed, and of decreasing 
value, as military strategists are in- 
creasingly admitting. What is the 
first obligation of the Icelandic 
Parliament — to sacrifice itself in 
the defense of the U. S., or to pro- 
tect its own people? The Icelanders 
feel they would be far more se- 
cure unarmed, than used as a knife 
close to the Soviet’s vitals. Yet 
there is no reference whatever of 
this phase of Iceland’s problem in 
the narrow handling of the sub- 
ject in the U. S. News and World 
Report. 

Can democracy continue in 
strength when the people are de- 
nied the facts? 


TV-Radio Dictators 

Congressmen who have been 
delving into the relationship be- 
tween the giant TV-radio corpora- 
tions, and the Federal agencies that 


are supposed to regulate them, 
have unearthed some disturbing 
and challenging situations. Con- 


gressman J. L. Evins (D., Tenn.), 
chairman of a House small busi- 
Ness subcommittee, charges that 
his committee has evidence to indi- 
cate that the TV-radio corpora- 
(continued third col., THIS page) 
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X-Ray and Foreeast 


tude towards drunkenness was such in this marine corps training center 
that, though the drinking had continued all day, nothing was done, no 
authority exerted from higher up, to correct or curb such conditions or 
to prevent the drunken sergeant from carrying out his threat. 

THE REAL ISSUE at Ribbon Creek (Parris Island M. C. base) 
centers on the high command’s attitude on drinking in the armed forces 
—an issue which has been glossed over in the congressional hearings, in 
military reports and in the press. True, there is a Marine Corps regula- 
tion forbidding drinking while on duty or in the presence of recruits, 
but what about commanding officers who ignore all evidences that such 
regulations are being flagrantly and consistently violated? 


Between The Lines has contacted numerous chaplains on active 
duty about this problem. One stated that “Drunkenness is frowned upon 
‘officially,’ but drinking to the point of drunkenness is accepted as nor- 
mal behavior in all military circles where I’ve served. Of course, ‘the 
soldierly thing to do’ is to drink without showing it.” Another chaplain 
explained, “It all depends on the commanding officer. On some posts 
drunkenness is severely disciplined. On others, drinking and getting drunk 
once a week is practically a part of ‘regulations.’ ” Chaplains generally 
agree that drinking is usually accepted as part of military life and that 
the pressure to accept this standard of conduct as normal falls on every 
young recruit like rain. One chaplain pointed out, “Many C. O.’s who are 
noted as strict disciplinarians are hard drinkers themselves, thus their own 
disciplinary standards are counteracted.” The chaplains indicated that the 
situation varies little in the different services. 

AFTER THE MARINE CORPS TRAGEDY at the Parris Island 
base, the Post Commander, Major Gen. J. C. Berger, was supposedly 
reprimanded by being “transferred to another post,’ Camp Lejeune. But 
the United Press disclosed that Camp Lejeune is a command of compar- 
able importance to the base at Ribbon Creek. This reveals the attitude 
within the high command towards the problem of drinking — the factor 
in the case which the congressional committee glossed over and ignored, 
although later individual members of the committee registered protests 
over the cover-up of top brass. (Washington Post, May 4.) 

The officer who condoned drunkenness among his staff of instruc- 
tors, and who admittedly tried to belittle the importance of the whole 
matter as “purely a military problem,” has been transferred without 
penalty, but the young drill sergeant, who is the first victim of the sys- 
tem, is led to sacrifice like a rather soiled lamb on the altar of military 
traditions of justice. If the C. O. of Parris Island should be further 
penalized, it will be the result of public reaction and not because of atti- 

(continued on NEXT page) 


TV-Radio Dictators 


(continued) 

tions, instead of being regulated by 
the Federal Communications Com- 
mission (which is authorized to 
control the advertising, ethics and 
social responsibilities of the net- 
work programs), have reversed the 
process and now dictate what goes 
on in the FCC! Congressman Evins 
further charges that the networks 
have been able to so intimidate the 
FCC that the Commission can only 
hire and fire its members as such 
moves conform to the wishes of 
the networks. 


The FCC chairman testified to 
the committee that, if a member 
of the FCC authorized a report 
critical of the networks, pressure 
brought by the networks invariably 
forced the removal of that mem- 
ber of the Commission. In addi- 
tion, the committee heard a mem- 
ber of the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion, a similar regulatory body, 
complain that “the American home 
is being deluged from morning till 
night by spurious TV and radio ad- 
vertising claims, gimmicks and the 
clamor of schills.” Millions are be- 
ing bilked by the airborne huck- 
sters, charged Lowell B. Mason, 
who is well known for his conserv- 
ative views. 


Some cities have been forced to 
set up costly round-the-clock mon- 
itoring services to police TV-radio 
advertising, and to check on com- 
plaints from victims of shoddy TV- 
radio advertisers. The committee 
stated that the best source of con- 
trol is the reaction of an alert 
public. Citizens should suggest that 
organizations to which they belong 
protest to local TV and radio sta- 
tions about the offensive programs 
and dishonest advertising. Letters 
from both organizations and indi- 
viduals should also be sent to the 
local papers. Such pressure hurts 
and soon brings results in the 
average community. 

TV CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS, 
plugging sales of tooth-damaging 
candies, soft drinks, chewing gum 
and sugar-coated cereals, are large- 
ly to blame for the alarming in- 
crease of dental decay among the 
nation’s children, warns Dr. W. W. 
Demeritt, authority on dentistry 
for children. Dr. Demeritt urged 
dentists, at a recent convention in 
Washington, to preach moderation 
in the consumption of sweets in 
the home, and cited records to in- 
dicate that tooth decay among 
U. S. children is about the worst 
in the world. Dr. Demeritt blames 
the fascination of TV for three and 
five year olds with causing the 
great increase of tooth decay; ad- 
vertisers have stimulated an exor- 
bitant taste and demand for sweets 
among the youngsters themselves, 
creating life-long food habits that 
are proving disastrous. 





Red Educator 


An opportunity for Americans to 
meet and exchange views with a 
distinguished woman educator from 
the Soviet was afforded this spring 
by the visit of Ludmila Dubrovina, 
deputy minister of education for 
the Russian Soviet Federated So- 
cialist Republic. An expert educa- 
tion official, past middle age, fo- 
cussed, energetic and _ effective, 
Mrs. Dubrovina proved to be un- 
flinching and punctual in follow- 
ing out a heavy daily program of 
visits, meetings and discussions 
while in New York. 

She began her career as an ele- 
mentary school teacher, later be- 
coming head of the state-operated 
youth publishing monopoly and, 
during the war, was a “political 
agitation officer” with the frontline 
troops. She is a delegate to the Su- 
preme Soviet (equivalent to being 
a congresswoman in the U. S.). 
Sharing the feeling of women in 
all lands that her age is her own 
business, she commented, at a for- 
mal luncheon at New York Uni- 
versity, “I have reached the age 
where I can quote Mark Twain 
and say that all the wrinkles have 
come from smiling.” Incidentally 
she seemed reassured to find Mark 
Twain still studied in American 
classrooms as a top author. 

She was most impressed by the 
following aspects of our education- 
al system: (1) The size of Ameri- 
can universities which are much 
larger than similar institutions in 
Russia. (2) The quality and size 
of the libraries in our universities. 
(3) Our experiments in educational 
and aptitude testing, intelligence 
testing and child guidance. (4) The 
facilities we have for helping gifted 
children, and the quality of the 
students’ art and shop work. (5) The 
low quality of the work in the high 
schools in the U. S.. especially our 
neglect of sciences and languages. 
She did not approve of our system 
of free choice of subjects in the 
high schools. (6) The excellent fa- 
cilities in our newer American 
public school buildings. Classrooms 
that we considered overcrowded 
did not seem so to her. 

Here were the points on the 
Russian system of education which 
she emphasized: (1) The Russians 
put an enormous stress on educa- 
tion, with much of the current 
Five Year Plan turned toward pro- 
viding ten years of elementary and 
secondary education compulsory 
and available to all. (2) All Soviet 
education aims at turning out citi- 
zens for the Communist state, with 
Marxism-Leninism as its philosoph- 
ical basis. (3) Russia has abandoned 
all experimentation in so-called 
progressive or modern education, 
since the late thirties. The Soviet 
school today would be regarded as 


traditional in America. Mrs. Du- 
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tudes prevailing in the high command which have already been fully 
expressed. 

Gen. Randolf M. Pate, the Marine Corps chief, a fine officer and 
gentleman, gallantly accepted the full responsibility for conditions in the 
Marine training system. But his very action has become a smoke screen, 
adroitly, skillfully, spread between the public and the War Department, 
for the responsibility goes much deeper than Gen. Pate. 

WHY DO THE LIQUOR INTERESTS get this preferential treat- 
ment in nearly all court martial cases? When a court martial defendant is 
drunk at the time a crime is committed, why is this fact usually kept 
out of public print, only whispered in the court and ignored with haughty 
pseudo-sophistication by the high command? There is an endless list of 
court martial cases in which men have been charged with every crime in 
the book and all circumstantial evidence thoroughly examined — except 
the circumstances of drunkenness. If six families, grieving for their sons, 
had not aroused the country to demand the facts, the public would never 
have heard that it was alcohol and not swamp water that killed the 
young recruits. Who are the chiefs in the Pentagon that do the foot and 
leg work for the billion dollar liquor trust in these emergencies, who plan 
the smooth evasions, the quick suppression of news that might injure 
the liquor interests and threaten the flow of intoxicants into areas crowd- 
ed with thousands of impressionable youth? Who arranged so quickly 
the defense of the commanding officers directly responsible for such a 
situation, so quietly negotiated transfers to different but equal commands, 
so that there will be no penalty suffered by those who cooperate with 
the liquor trust? As long as commanders continue to be shielded from 
responsibility in such instances, as they have been for years under simi- 
lar circumstances, the liquor will keep on flowing, irrespective of the 
broken careers, broken families and broken lives. If the high officers were 
held responsible for these conditions, they would crack down — to pro- 
tect their careers — and no longer would the beer trucks and beverage 
packages have the high priority they now enjoy about military posts in 
both war and peace. 

THE SITUATION IS NOT NEW: Remember the U. S. Army 
captain in Korea who, after he had been drinking, led a patrol into a 
nearby community to look for stolen goods, broke into a Korean home 
and kicked the householder and father to death? The story was quickly 
hushed up until it was found that the householder was the vice-president 
of the Korean Council of Churches. Even then all further details were 
stifled as soon as possible in military and press circles. But imagine what 
the Communist propagandists did with it. We have been told that little 
was done to stem the flow of liquor into that Korean post, and it would 
be a safe guess that the C. O. was neatly shifted to another command of 
equal rank to “alleviate” the situation. 

IS THIS DEFENSE? To cite these conditions, which are far 
more prevalent than the public has ever realized, is to defend the Ameri- 
can defense system and not to undermine it. Who is undermining our de- 
fense system? No military official has ever denied the charge that habitual 
week-end drunkenness at the Pearl Harbor Army, Air Force and Navy 
bases was the key factor in the timing and audacity of the Japanese at- 
tack and a major factor in its staggering success. 

THIS IS NOT AN ARGUMENT FOR PRUDERY OR PROHI- 
BITION: We have lifted immense defenses to protect our nation from 
its enemies without. But who will protect us from destruction from with- 
in? The FBI, police officials and social scientists continually warn of the 
dangers arising from the great increase in crime and delinquency, soar- 
ing divorce ratios and the general social disintegration which blights 
wide areas of society, all largely attributed to alcohol by leading crimi- 
nologists and jurists. The question of alcohol in military life is an especial- 
ly pressing issue in this respect as military training has become a gateway 
to adulthood for nearly all male citizens and thousands of young women. 

Many ranking officers in the armed services also deplore this situ- 
ation but are helpless because of the pressures above and around them. 
We are sure that all of those of rank involved in the tragedy at Ribbon 
Creek are able officers and fine gentlemen. We are also sure that the 
teen-age boys, who marched in close formation through the darkness 
down into a black swamp without flinching, would have made able of- 
ficers and fine gentlemen too. 

A letter to your congressman will not be enough. For if these cir- 
cumstances move you to write him, the same events will no doubt have 
prodded the tavern keepers and liquor dealers into action also. Both indi- 
vidual and collective action on the part of churches and community 
groups will be needed. (In a subsequent issue, Between The Lines will 
publish a summary of new data about alcohol in American society.) 
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brovina explained the reasons for 


this change in method: The Rus. 
sians hold that children and ado. 
lescents do not know what is good 
for them; that the Pestalozzi-Dew. 
ey direction of self-expression and 
individualism did not produce the 
type of citizens the Soviet society 
aims at, hence the progressive edu- 
cation experiments were considered 
a failure. (4) The standard of high 
school work is very high in mathe 
matics, sciences and foreign lan- 
guages; for example, all students 
are required to have six years of 
one foreign language with a choice 
of French, English or German, 
(English now leads.) 


MOSCOW HAS PLACED OR. 
DERS for more than $3,000,000 
worth of hybrid seed corn and farm 
machinery among American pro 
ducers and manufacturers within 
the last few months. According to 
export authorities, these are the 





largest such purchases here by the 
Russians in many years. 





SOUTHERN BAPTISTS SPEAK 
OUT: Great influence for the good 
in race relations came at just the 
right time, in the right area and by 
the right people, when a statement 
deploring racial segregation was is. 
sued by 28 leading figures of the 
largest church body in the South, 
the Southern Baptist Convention, 
The Convention had endorsed the 
Supreme Court ruling on desegre 
gation in 1954, but it is now feared 
that, as the thousands of Baptist 
pastors gather soon for their 1956 
convention, increased tensions 
would make difficult any further 
emphasis at present. Hence this 
statement, which again puts the 
most able and distinguished men 
of the denomination on _ record 
against segregation. They include 
the president of the Convention, 
Dr. C. C. Warren, the president of 
the Baptist World Alliance, Dr. 
Theodore Adams, and the presidents 
of all the leading Baptists colleges, 
universities and seminaries. 


YOUR EDITOR leaves shortly 
for several months abroad. He will 
visit Japan, Formosa, Thailand, 
Burma, India, Iran, Israel and 
Egypt, and other points around the 
Mediterranean. Sources which 
Between The Lines has maintained 
in these strategic areas will be re 
newed, many new ones made 
Some of these observers are news 
men stationed abroad; other com 
tacts include American military 
men, diplomatic personnel, missio& 
aries and educators. 

Mr. Wells will send back timely 
reports which will appear in ow 
summer releases. His journey wil 
be dedicated to making this unique 
newsletter still more valuable and 
prophetic in the days ahead. 

















